OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire

MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held on Thursday 18th April 2024 commencing 7.00pm.
 Present
 Cllr Roger Squance, Cllr Emily Cameron, Cllr Elizabeth Makin, Cllr Will Stebbing, Cllr Becky Robinson   Also present: Janey Berry (Clerk) Cllr Chuck Berry and 1 member of the public (name noted)

 Public Question Time A member of the public came to experience a council meeting prior to co-option.

Report from Wiltshire Councillor, Chuck Berry – 
Chuck Berry explained that planning has taken centre stage, with the Lime Down Solar Farm being very much in the headlines. Wiltshire Council remains sustainable whilst others have struggled financially. Chuck thanked the Parish Council for their year’s work.


Meeting started at 7.01pm

014/24 Apologies for absence accepted by the Council. Francis Brackley

0204/24 Parish Council Vacancies –One vacancy.
 0304/24 Declaration(s) of Interest - none

0404/24 Minutes from the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th March, circulated previously, were agreed as a true record of the meeting and were signed.

0504/24 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation. 

Other issues arising from planning discussions. The Clerk will ensure a notice goes in the Buzz to explain that planning application PL/2022/03356 at Oakey Park Gold and Leisure has been dismissed.

0604/24 Report from the Chairman – nothing to report.
	  
0704/24 Finance and Administration 
Arborist quote of £1320 plus VAT was unanimously agreed for work to Ash trees.  Proposed by Roger Squance	and seconded by Will Stebbing.
It was resolved to adopt the grass cutting risk assessment. Proposed by Roger Squance, seconded by Liz Dodds and unanimously agreed.
It was agreed to purchase a scanner at a cost of £74.97.  Proposed by Will Stebbing, seconded by Emily Cameron and unanimously agreed.
The closing bank statement date on the March agenda should have been 29/2/24 and not 26/01/24.
Refreshments for May meeting – The Clerk will purchase 4 bottles of red wine, 4 bottles of white wine, soft drinks and snacks.



   Bank Balance Opening	29/02/24	Unity Trust £43,734.55         	

Receipts

Schedule of payments agreed. (proposed by Emily Cameron, seconded by Liz Dodds and unanimously agreed)
04/03/24 Mr R G Squance	 £1730.00 reimbursement for lawnmower
05/03/24 Miss A G Squance	 £  72.00- Well garden
31/03/24 Unity Trust		 £  18.00 Service charge
02/04/24 HMRC		 £ 80.20
02/04/24 Miss A G Squance	 £  72.00- Well garden
02/04/24 Pet waste Solutions	 £  60.00-Bin emptying
02/04/24 Janey Berry		 £320.30 Salary 

Closing Balance	 02/04/24	Unity Trust £41,382.05

Upcoming payments approved (proposed by Emily Cameron, seconded by Liz Dodds and unanimously agreed)
£400.50 - Clerk’s salary for April 
£72.00 - Well Garden April
£30.05 - petrol can/fuel/key cutting for Roger Squance/playing fields.  

Payments not approved.
None


0804/24 Officer reports/ Parish matters
a) Bins, Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming. 
The litter bin on the playing field has been reported as often overflowing.  It will cost £36.00 plus VAT to have emptied once a month, when the other bins are done.  This was proposed by Emily Cameron and seconded by Liz Dodds and unanimously agreed.  Gully sucking services have emptied Bendy Bow, outside the school and the other side of the bridge over the railway track.  The pipe in the field had collapsed because of tractors going over it.  SID data now goes to the police database for analysis and from there appropriate action is taken.  We are still waiting for quotes to install the post for the other SID.
b) Playing Fields. It has been too wet for heavy mowers to cut all the grass but, the drier areas have been cut.  A budget of £400 was agreed for Roger to buy fire extinguisher, first aid kit, safety boots and goggles to meet the requirements of the risk assessment.  This was proposed by Roger Squance, seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
c) Playground – Now the weather is better Roger Squance will do some repairs on playground equipment.
d) Defibrillator – nothing to report.
e) Neighbourhood Plan – Richard Moody previously sent Anthony Northcote’s draft response to the Parish Council for consideration. These were unanimously agreed by the Council and Proposed by Roger Squance and seconded by Liz Makin.
f) Annual Plan.  Two dates were suggested to consult the community about what they feel the Parish Council could do that would most benefit them and the community.  The first date was at the Annual Meeting of the Parish on 9th May and the second date was at the fete on 29th June, when the Parish Council will have a stall at the fete. 
g) Grant applications received.  A decision on the grant application from the village hall for new doors was deferred until the next meeting as certain points need clarifying.
h) Communication from Parishioners – none
i) Cotswold Water Park. – The Cotswold Water Park has now changed its name to Cotswolds Lakes so it sounds less like a water park.


 0904/24 Matters for the next meeting 

1004/24 Date of next meeting.  The Annual Meeting of the Parish and the next meeting of Oaksey Parish Council will be held on Thursday 9th May, 6.00 pm at The Rest, Oaksey Village Hall.

Closing Comments.  The meeting finished at 8.32





	Signed.............................................
   Chairman Oaksey Parish Council
					Signed
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