OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire

MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held on Tuesday 8th February 2024 commencing 7.00pm.
 Present
Cllr Francis Brackley (Chairman) Cllr Richard Moody, Cllr Roger Squance, Cllr Emily Cameron,  
Cllr Elizabeth Makin, Cllr Will Stebbing. Cllr Becky Robinson.  Also present: Janey Berry (Clerk)
 Cllr Chuck Berry, 

 Public Question Time 

Report from Wiltshire Councillor, Chuck Berry 

Chuck Berry reiterated the fact that Wiltshire Council will, unlike many other Councils in the Country, file a small underspend. This is largely through good management from our Wiltshire officer team and prevention strategies that have been put in place around our community caring operations. Universal services are working far better than many other Councils but he would like to thank Oaksey residents for their patience in these difficult times.

Meeting started at 7.09pm

0102/24 Apologies for absence accepted by the Council. 

0202/24 Parish Council Vacancies – One vacancy from March 2024

 0302/24 Declaration(s) of Interest.  

0402/24 Minutes from the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th January 2024, circulated previously, were agreed as a true record of the meeting and were signed.

0502/24 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation. 
Application No: PL/2024/01088 Application Type: Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area.  Proposal: G1 - Conifers x13 - Fell. T1 - Goat Willow - Pollard at 6m. T2 - Hawthorn - Fell. G2 - Conifers x2 - 1/3rd height reduction. Site Address: THE OLD RECTORY, THE STREET, OAKSEY, MALMESBURY, SN16 9TQ Officer’s Name: Beverley Griffin Direct Line: 01225 770860.  https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ3000003mLtG

Other issues arising from planning discussions.

0602/24 Report from the Chairman – nothing to report.
	  
0702/24 Finance and Administration 
It was unanimously agreed that Veronica Hourihane would conduct the internal audit and would be    renumerated with £50.00 of vouchers.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Richard Moody.

      Bank Balance Opening	3/01/24	Unity Trust £46,846.34        	

Receipts
IDVerde 			36.00 – refund for bins not being emptied.


Schedule of payments to be agreed.
15/01/24 Khan Adamson 	 £360.00-Accountancy
15/01/24 Miss A G  Squance	 £  72.00- Well garden
15/01/24 Time to get on line	 £  87.59-Website renewal
15/01/24 Imperative training 	 £594.00-Difibrillator cabinet
15/01/24 Oaksey Village Hall 	 £  60.00-Room rental
16/01/24 First Rescue Training	 £319.50 -New defibrillator pads (emergency purchase)
26/01/24 Petwaste Solutions	 £  60.00-Bin emptying
26/01/24 HMRC		 £119.00
26/01/24 Janey Berry		 £475.50 Salary including backdated increase

Closing Balance	 26/01/24	Unity Trust £44.734.65 

Upcoming payments for approval 
£400.50 - Clerk’s salary for February 
£72.00 - Well Garden February (018) 
£300.00 - Playdale spares and installation for zip wire 


Payments not approved.


0802/24 Officer reports/ Parish matters
a) Bins, Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming.  
It was reported by Emily Cameron that the bins at the school are full.  The clerk will contact 
Petwaste Solutions to get costs for that bin to be emptied once every two weeks.  She will then 
email Councillors for an immediate decision.   Richard Moody reported that they are still trying to 
find a Contractor to put in the posts for the SIDS.  There have been complaints about stiles 
around the village being in disrepair.  These need to be reported by the public on the “My 
Wiltshire” App.
b) Playing Fields. The grass on the football pitch was too long so Roger Squance borrowed a mower and kindly cut it.  There are volunteers who would be prepared to help, and Roger Squance proposed we purchase a self-propelled mower.  This was seconded by Richard Moody and unanimously agreed and a budget of £1800 was agreed.  The Clerk will check our insurance policy.  Roger Squance will update the grass cutting tender and the Clerk will put it out to tender.
 
c) Playground equipment Roger Squance has had a quote of £300 from Playdale to mend the zipwire.  This was proposed by Roger Squance and seconded by Francis Brackley and unanimously agreed.

d) Defibrillator - – Defibrillator has been used and new pads and spare set have been purchased.  This cost £319.50 and was not able to be approved by Council as it was an emergency and was unanimously approved by the Council.  Proposed by Elizabeth Makin and seconded by Francis Brackley.  Elizabeth Makin proposed the purchase of paediatric pads, and this was seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.  A budget of £150 was agreed for their immediate purchase.  The new defibrillator cabinet is being installed on 9th February.  It is estimated that the running costs for the defibrillator are about £20.00 a year.  It was proposed by Elizabeth Makin that we should pay this to Oaksey Shop on production of an invoice.  This was seconded by Francis Brackley and unanimously agreed.
e) Neighbourhood Plan – Richard Moody proposed that Anthony Northcote should draft a response, as a result of the inspectors comments. for approval at the next meeting in March.  This was seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
f) Annual Plan -The plan will include ways of setting goals and targets for the Council to judge themselves against.  We discussed improving communication with the parish, and Francis Brackley will discuss with David Hall, a template that allows  people to contribute news to and how we assess the demand for a printed form of newsletter.  Richard Moody reminded the Council that the Neighbourhood plan already has some priorities that should be considered when putting together the annual plan.  We also discussed ways of improving the community, such as EV chargers and litter picks.  We will continue to discuss these plans at the next meeting.
g) Grant applications received.  Richard Moody proposed the payment of the £1000 grant application to Alan Thomas that was discussed in the previous meeting.  Roger Squance seconded it but proposed an amendment which accompanied his second.  The amendment required the two individual parties, producing two versions of the Oaksey History Book to agree that there was no conflict between them.  The vote was taken, and the proposal failed by 4-2, with 1 abstention.  A second proposal was raised by Francis Brackley and seconded by Becky Robinson, not to pay the grant for procedural reasons because it did not meet the requirements of the Council’s grant policy.  This was voted on and carried 5-2.
h) Communication from Parishioners – letters of apology have been read the Council regarding the damage to the bus stop wall.  The Clerk will respond.


 0902/24 Matters for the next meeting.  Annual plan.  Approval of Anthony Northcote’s response for Neighbourhood plan.

1002/24 Date of next meeting.  The next meeting of Oaksey Parish Council will be held on Thursday 14th March, 7.00 pm at The Rest, Oaksey Village Hall.

Closing Comments.  The meeting finished at 9.17





	Signed.............................................
   Chairman Oaksey Parish Council
					Signed
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