OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire

MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held on Thursday 6th February 2025 commencing 7.00pm.
 Present
 Cllr Francis Brackley, Cllr Liz Dodds, Cllr Jonny Cooper, Cllr Will Stebbing, Cllr Roger Squance, Cllr Becky Robinson.   also present: Janey Berry (Clerk) Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry

 Public Question Time 

Report from Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry.   Wiltshire Council will be setting the budget.  This year there is currently a forecast overspend of 1.2 M which will be managed out by the end of the year.  Wiltshire has proposed joining with Dorset and Somerset to form part of the proposed Mayoral areas.  Councillor Berry reminded the Council that there were elections in May.

Meeting started at 7.06pm

012/25 Apologies for absence accepted by the Council – Emily Cameron

022/25 Chairman confirmed for meeting – Francis Brackley

032/25 Vacancies - none
.
042/25 Declaration(s) of Interest

 052/25 Minutes from the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January, circulated previously, were agreed as a true record of the meeting and were signed.

 062/25 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation. 
Application Ref PL/2025/00374 - Proposed Works to Trees in a Conservation Area Address: SEPTEMBER HOUSE, THE STREET, OAKSEY, MALMESBURY, SN16 9TG Proposal: Willow tree - reduce height by 3m Applicant Name Mr David Nicholls Case Officer
Other issues arising from planning discussions. 

072/25 Report from Chairman -After discussion a litter pick has been arranged for 23rd March between 9.30 and 11.  Becky Robinson will advertise the event, and the Clerk will contact IDVerde.
The Chairman proposed to set up a sub committee to explore the practicalities and issues associated with establishing a MUGA in Oaksey. This was seconded by Roger Squance and unanimously agreed that Francis Brackley and Roger Squance will represent the Council and report back

082/25 Finance and Administration 
All outstanding payments/invoices for financial year will be received by 20th March 2025
It was noted that National Joint Council has increased the pay scales for Clerk’s salary and the backdated figure of £217.26 will be paid at the end of February 2025.
Schedule of payments below agreed. (proposed by Will Stebbing and seconded by Becky Robinson)

Bank Balance Opening   31/12/24	Unity Trust £43,539.17

Receipts
	12/11/24 				£70.00 		 Insurance refund

Schedule of payments set out below were agreed.
20/1/25 Oaksey Village Hall		£ 40.00		Hall rental 31/10/24
20/1/25 Oaksey Village Hall 		£ 40.00		Hall rental 31/1/24
20/1/25 Time to get online		£103.00		Website
28/1/25 HMRC				£ 81.40		
28/1/25 Pet Waste Solutions		£120.00	Bins emptied
30//1/25 Janey Berry			£457.21	Salary
	
Closing Balance	 31/1/25	Unity Trust £42,697.56

Upcoming payments for approval.
£559.79 - Clerk’s salary for February
£72.00 - Well Garden for February
£217.26 Clerk’s pay award, backdated from April 2024 – letter from NJC previously 
circulated to all Councillors

092/24 Officer reports/ Parish matters

a) Bins, Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming. – Will Stebbing explained the problems with the  drainage at the school.  Chuck Berry noted that it was a complicated issue and that Cllr Stebbing should write to Cllr Berry who will further the issue.  It was agreed that the drains at Mylor House, School (X2), Bendy Bow and the bend before the railway bridge would be prioritised for the next gully sucking service.  Becky Robinson has asked the Parish Steward to fill the potholes on the other side of the bridge, by the church and Oakwood House.  Francis Brackley also requested that the one in front of Court Farm was also done.  Roger Squance will cut up the branches that have been left by the hedge on the playing field, and will dispose of them.
.           b)   Playing Fields – Nothing to report
c) Playground- Nothing to report.
d) Defibrillator- A question was asked regarding training to use the defibrillator.  It was noted that the defibrillator gives verbal instructions as you use it and there are online instructions supplied by the NHS.
e) Annual Plan – The Chairman stressed the importance of the Council thinking creatively about what we can do for the village. Any suggestions from the residents is welcome.  A view was expressed about the ongoing maintenance of the MUGA, if it were to go ahead.
f) Grant applications received.  none
g) Communication from Parishioners – a parishioner has asked if there will be advertising in the newsletter.  Francis Brackley explained that businesses will be approached to advertise in the newsletter.

   102/24 Matters for the next meeting.  

 112/24 Date of next meeting.  The next meeting of Oaksey Parish Council and the Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held on Thursday 13th March at 7.00 pm at The Rest, Oaksey Village Hall.  

Closing Comments.  The meeting finished at 7.55

Signed.............................................                                                                            Chairman Oaksey Parish Council
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