OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire

MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held on Tuesday 11th January 2024 commencing 7.00pm.
 Present
Cllr Francis Brackley (Chairman) Cllr Richard Moody, Cllr Roger Squance, Cllr Emily Cameron,  
Cllr Elizabeth Makin, Cllr Will Stebbing.  Also present: Janey Berry (Clerk) Cllr Chuck Berry, 2 members of the public, names noted.

 Public Question Time.  Isobel David addressed the Parish Council to explain that her father, Tim David, has written a book on the history of Oaksey that is due to be published this summer.  She went on to explain that she felt that if the Parish Council fulfilled the requested grant from Alan Thomas, it would show support for one version of the book over another.   The Council is keen to encourage a resolution between the two parties before it will consider any further applications. The Grant Policy was previously circulated, and it was brought to the Councillors attention that elements of it had not been followed. 


Report from Wiltshire Councillor, Chuck Berry – Cllr Berry reported that Wiltshire Council is well managed financially and that the budget is likely to be marginally underspent this year. He expressed his thanks and that of Wiltshire Council to the residents of Oaksey who have endured a lower level of service from the Council than is optimal, in order to deliver this remarkable financial result. Wiltshire Council will be one of very few in this position after a very hard year.

Meeting started at 7.25pm

0101/24 Apologies for absence accepted by the Council. Becky Robinson

0201/24 Parish Council Vacancies – One vacancy from March 2024

 0301/24 Declaration(s) of Interest.  

0401/24 Minutes from the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th December 2023, circulated previously, were agreed as a true record of the meeting and were signed.

0501/24 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation. – none received

Other issues arising from planning discussions.

0601/24 Report from the Chairman – nothing to report.
	  
0701/24 Finance and Administration 
            	
Bank Balance Opening	5/12/23	Unity Trust £48,221.90         

Schedule of payments to be agreed. Proposed by Emily Cameron and seconded Francis Brackley – unanimously agreed
18/12/23 D R Howse Services 	 £504.00-Grass cutting
18/12/23 Mr R G Squance	 £  36.00- Anti graffiti coating
18/12/23 Community Heartbeat £  94.00-Difibrillator 
18/12/23 Mr R G Squance 	 £363.00-Playground equipment
31/12/23 Bank service charge 	 £  18.00
02/01/24 Janey Berry		 £320.50- Salary
02/01/24 Petwaste Solutions	 £  39.00-Bin emptying

Closing Balance	 3/01/24	Unity Trust £46,846.34

Payments approved.  (proposed by Francis Brackley, seconded by Roger Squance and unanimously agreed)
Clerk’s salary for January £400.50
Well Garden January (016) £72.00  
Time to get on-line £87.59
Shahid Khan  £360.00 – Accountancy
Defibrillator cabinet £594.00

Payments not approved.

0801/24 Officer reports/ Parish matters
a) Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming.  
The flood signs have been lifted on Minety Lane and it is now passable.  Issues for the Parish 
Steward should be forwarded to Becky Johnson at the beginning of each month. The line markings 
opposite Old Orchard Lea, needs to be extended as it is causing problems at school pick-up times.  
Becky Robinson will contact Rebecca Chivers to discuss this. Richard Moody reported that gullies 
have been cleared.  When he spoke to operatives, they were instructed to do the middle part of the 
village but he talked them into doing the whole village.  Richard is going to email Cllr Berry who 
will investigate why the whole village is not being done.  Richard Moody reported that they have 
not found a contractor to put in the posts for the SIDS.   Will Stebbing reported that there are a
number of trees down in Oaksey wood and on the way to Chelworth, that overhang the roads.  He 
will email Cllr Berry who will inform Rebecca Chivers.
b) Playing Fields – the grass is getting longer and Roger Squance will borrow a rotary mower to cut by hand.
c) Village Hall- Becky Robinson has agreed to liaise with the village hall on behalf of the council.
d) Playground equipment. Roger has been through the ROSPA report and budgeted the following to make repairs. Car Park drainage £200. Dismantle and check zip wire £660.  Replace decayed timber post on toddler multiplay £100. Junior swing safety mat £60.00.  Cantilever swing resurfacing £180. Bark for climbing logs £200. Football goal ground sockets £250.  Fixings for skate ramp £30.  Van hire £50.00.  Fuel £20.00. This was proposed by Roger Squance, seconded by Francis Brackley and unanimously agreed.
e) Bins-It was agreed to change the Pet Waste Solutions contract to monthly collection at a cost of £60.00 per month as the bins were filling up faster than anticipated. This was proposed by Francis Brackley, seconded by Emily Cameron and unanimously agreed.
f) Defibrillator -A new defibrillator cabinet has been purchased at a cost of £594.00.  The installation costs will be £114 plus VAT. This was proposed by Elizabeth Makin and seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
g) Neighbourhood Plan – The consultation period has now finished and is now going through inspection.
h) Annual Plan -The Council is keen to establish a working document to establish our goals and objectives.  Francis Brackley suggested a simple template for ideas and councillors will email him suggestions for the next meeting,
i) Grant applications received.  Please see Public Questions.

 0901/24 Matters for the next meeting 

1001/24 Date of next meeting.  The next meeting of Oaksey Parish Council will be held on Thursday 8th February, 7.00 pm at The Rest, Oaksey Village Hall

Closing Comments.  The meeting finished at 8.25.





	Signed.............................................
   Chairman Oaksey Parish Council
					Signed
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