OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire

MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held Thursday 12th June 2025 commencing 7.04pm. (Draft)
Present
Cllr Will Stebbing, Cllr Roger Squance, Cllr Becky Robinson, Cllr Jonny Cooper, Cllr Liz Dodds, Cllr Emily Cameron also present: Janey Berry (Clerk) Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry and 2 members of the public (names noted)
 Public Question Time 
The Chairman of Charlton Parish Council advised the Council about upcoming events at Charlton Park and explained that he would be doing sound carrying investigations while the events were on, as one of the events was scheduled to go on as late as 4am.  Event organisers were also going to monitor noise levels and any observations from parishioners should be directed to the Clerk at Oaksey Parish Council.
A member of the public asked the Council what they considered to be the most important issues facing the Council.  Most members of the Council suggested that it was speeding and another suggested that it was drainage at the school.
Report from Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry – Chuck Berry explained that the leadership of Wiltshire Council is now with the Liberal Democrats.  Parishioners should expect some changes regarding how Wiltshire Council deals with some community matters.
Meeting started at 7.04pm


016/25 Election of Chair – Becky Robinson was proposed as Chair by Will Stebbing, Seconded by Roger Squance and unanimously agreed.  Becky accepted the position and signed the declaration form.  The clerk signed the declaration forms.

026/25 Election of Vice Chair – Roger Squance was proposed as Vice Chair by Liz Dodds, seconded by Jonny Cooper and unanimously agreed.  Roger Squance accepted the position and signed the declaration forms.  The clerk signed the declaration forms.

036/25 Co-option - Emilly Cameron was co-opted to the Council.  Proposed by Becky Robinson, seconded by Roger Squance and unanimously agreed.   Emily Cameron accepted the position and signed the declaration forms.  The clerk signed the declaration forms.

046/26Apologies for absence accepted by the Council – none


056/25 Chair for meeting confirmed – Becky Robinson

066/25 Parish Council vacancies – one

076/25 Declaration(s) of Interest- none

.
086/25 Minutes
 Minutes from the previous meeting, held on 1st May 2025, were circulated previously, were agreed as a true record of the meeting and were signed.

 096/25 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation.  – none.  Please see agenda for details of undetermined 
applications.


Other issues arising from planning discussions. 

106/25 Report from Chairman – None


116/25 Finance and Administration 
Becky Robinson and Liz Dodds signed unauthorised expenditure of £214.93 for two new planters
Note of resignations from Francis Brackley.  Becky Robinson thanked him for his service.
Standing Orders – It was proposed by Jonny Cooper to change wording on Standing Orders from he/she to they.  This was seconded by Becky Robinson and unanimously agreed.
Grant policy was reviewed and discussed.  The following was proposed by Roger Squance.   To raise the limit of £500 to £1000.  Grant recipients should attend the meeting at which the grant application is discussed.  Grant recipients would be asked to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish to discuss the community benefit of the grant.  Where specialist work is required, allowances will be made for two quotes.  This was seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
It was resolved to make no changes to Financial Regulations.  Proposed by Liz Dodds and 
Seconded by Becky Robinson and unanimously agreed.
Bank signatories updated and form signed by Will Stebbing and Roger Squance.


Bank Balance Opening   23/4/25 	Unity Trust £49,432.84

[bookmark: _Hlk168471946][bookmark: _Hlk168471849]Receipts
16/5/25 HMRC VAT refund	£1,891.84

Schedule of payments to be agreed.  (proposed by Emily Cameron and seconded by Liz Dodds)
28/4/25 Janey Berry			£ 63.50   Re-imbursement for Annual meeting
						   refreshments
28/4/25 Janey Berry			£    7.00	   Re-imbursement for stationery  
28/4/25 Janey Berry			£457.21   Salary
28/4/25 HMRC				£  81.40	
28/4/25 Countrywide			£730.18   Grass cutting	
30/4/25 Unity Bank			£     6.00   Service charge
09/5/25 Richard Moody		£118.63   Geraniums for planters 
19/5/25 Pet Waste Solutions		£134.40   Bin emptying
19/5/25 Janey Berry			£214.82   Re-imbursement for new planters
19/5/25 Janey Berry			£   70.00   Re-imbursement for audit vouchers
19/5/25 HMRC				£  81.40 
27/5/25 Smith of Derby		£343.21   Church clock service
28/5/25 Janey Berry			£457.21   Salary
31/5/25 Unity Bank			£   6.00     Service charge
	 
Closing Balance	 31/5/25	Unity Trust £48,553.72



Upcoming payments approved.  (proposed by Emily Cameron and seconded by Liz Dodds)
£538.61 - Clerk’s salary for July
£72.00 - Well Garden for July
£214.93– new planters

[bookmark: _Hlk168471922]

126/25 Officer reports/ Parish matters

a) Bins, Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming. – It was reported that, on one occasion, the bin by the play equipment had overflowed and Clerk had emptied it.  It was agreed that this would be monitored over the summer.   Becky Robinson reported that some signs had been replaced, and others had been washed.  Roger Sqace will assist Becky Robinson with measuring and positioning of SIDS and village gates.  The clerk will get updated quotes to install SID.  It was reported the road at the top of Minety Lane and Bendy Bow had been resurfaced. A letter from parishioner regarding speeding cars was discussed and it was proposed by Becky Robinson that Cllr Stebbing would write to Becky Chivers to ask for a pedestrian walking sign on Flintham Hill and on the road from the shop to Oaksey wood.  This was seconded by Liz Dodds and unanimously agreed, and the Clerk will write to the parishioner.  The stile has been mended by House in the Meadow.
.           b)   Playing Fields – There are mole hills on the playing fields and the Clerk will get quotes to 
	     remove.  
c) Playground- Roger Squance will examine broken upright on balance beam.
d) Defibrillator- It was proposed by Liz Dodds that a budget of £520 was needed to replace the defibrillator cabinet at the school and a budget of £150 will be needed to install the cabinet.  This was seconded by Roger Squance and unanimously agreed.
e) Grant applications received - none
f) Events for the coming year – Becky Robinson will get quotes from Everyman theatre for travelling Christmas show.  Becky Robinson will liaise with Tessa about Councillors availability to help with Fete on 28th June.   It was proposed by Becky Robinson that Will Stebbing attend future Village Hall Committee meetings when available.  This was seconded by Roger Squance and unanimously agreed. 
g) Communication from parishioners – discussed under roads.

 136/25 Matters for the next meeting- Well Garden
 146/25 Date of next meeting.  The next meeting of Oaksey Parish Council will be on Thursday 10th July at The Rest, Oaksey Village Hall.  

Closing Comments.  The meeting finished at 8.42




Signed.............................................                                                                            Chair Oaksey Parish Council
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