OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire

MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held on Wednesday 1st  May 2025 commencing 6.30pm. (Draft)
 Present
 Cllr Francis Brackley, Cllr Will Stebbing, Cllr Roger Squance, Cllr Becky Robinson, Emily Cameron also present: Janey Berry (Clerk) Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry and 2 members of the public (names noted)
 Public Question Time 
A question was asked by a member of the public about road safety and parking around the school.  She thanked Becky Robinson and Cllr Berry for their support in this matter and asked if there was anything further the Parish Council could do to mitigate the problems associated with parking and speeding around the school.  Becky Robinson explained that the Parish Council is continuously discussing traffic calming measures and has reserved funds for work to be done this year to add another Speed Indicator Device and install village gates.   Will Stebbing suggested automated flashing warning lights could be installed, and Cllr Berry will speak to Wiltshire Council.

Report from Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry – Cllr Berry explained that as there was an election, he was unable to give a report.
Meeting started at 6.32pm


015/25 Apologies for absence accepted by the Council – Liz Dodds and Jonny Cooper

025/25 Parish Council vacancies - none

035/25 Declaration(s) of Interest- none

.
045/25 Minutes
 Minutes from the previous meeting, held on 13th March 2025, were circulated previously, were agreed as a true record of the meeting and were signed.

 055/25 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation.  – 
Application No: PL/2025/02874 Application Type: Full planning permission Proposal: Change of Use of land and proposed buildings associated with Implemented Phase IV holiday accommodation to Class C3 Residential Use for Independent Older Persons, together with formalisation of footpath connection, car parking and associated works (alteration to previously approved phase IV)Site Address: OAKSEY PARK GOLF AND LEISURE, WICK ROAD, OAKSEY, MALMESBURY, SN16 9SB Officer’s Name: Gen Collins Direct Line: 01249 706665
Comment from Council
The Council opposes the application if the restriction on an age limit of over 55 is included, our perception is there is no housing need for that age group.  We believe that there is a housing need for families to grow and thrive in the village at a suitable location. 


Other issues arising from planning discussions. 

065/25 Report from Chairman – None as report given at Annual Meeting of Parish


0705/25 Finance and Administration 
AGAR 2025, previously circulated to all Councillors was discussed and Clerk explained the process.
The Annual Governance Statement (section 1) was discussed and filled in, then signed by chairman. Proposed by Francis Brackley, seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
Certificate of Exemption unanimously agreed and signed by Chair and Clerk.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Will Stebbing.
The Accounting Statement – (section 2) was discussed, unanimously agreed and signed by Chair and Clerk.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Will Stebbing.
The Annual Internal Audit report (page 4) was received
Financial statement – previously circulated to all Councillors was unanimously agreed and signed by Chairman.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Emily Cameron
The fixed assets were unanimously agreed and signed by Chair.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Will Stebbing.
The bank reconciliation was received and unanimously agreed and signed by Chair.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Will Stebbing.
The variances were received and unanimously agreed and signed by Chair.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Will Stebbing.
The dates for confirmation of the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights dates to be Monday 2nd June 2025 to Wednesday 16th July 2025.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
Approved and unanimously agreed £70.00 payment in vouchers to the Auditor.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Will Stebbing,
Request for the cost of two new planters @ £300 was reviewed, and it was decided that Roger Squance would try and repair them, and the Council will review again next year.
Approved cost of geraniums and compost £160.00.  Proposed by Francis Brackley and seconded by Roger Squance and unanimously agreed.
Well Garden.  It was decided to look for volunteers to help with Well Garden.  If no volunteers come forward, then an hourly rate of £18 for 48 hours a year was unanimously agreed.  Proposed by Roger Squance and seconded by Francis Brackley.
It was noted that bin costs have increased from £25.00 plus VAT to £28.00 plus VAT per bin per collection
It was noted that a VAT claim for £1,891.84 has been made
Available members of the Parish Council have volunteered to help with Fete.  Francis Brackley will liaise with Fete Committee to arrange.
It was noted that more volunteers are needed to support the Village Hall as the chair is stepping down.  The Parish Council will discuss at the next meeting how we, as trustees, can support the Village Hall and attend meetings.



Bank Balance Opening   28/2/25 	Unity Trust £41,688.51

[bookmark: _Hlk168471946][bookmark: _Hlk168471849]Receipts

23/4/25				£9,625.00 	Wiltshire Council


Schedule of payments below were agreed.  (Proposed by Will Stebbing and seconded by Emily Cameron)
	
Closing Balance	 28/2/25	Unity Trust £49,432.83
14/3/25 Oaksey Village Hall		£ 60.00		Rental
14/3/25 HMRC				£ 81.40	
28//3/25 Janey Berry			£457.21	Salary
28/3/25 Pet Waste Solutions		£120.00  	Bin emptying
28/3/25 Miss H R Squance		£ 72.00		Well Garden Maintenance
31/3/25 Countrywide			£706.18	Grass cutting
31/3/25 Unity Bank			£     6.00	Service charge
14/4/25 Pet Waste Solutions		£120.00	Bin emptying
14/4/25 W.A.L.K			£257.89	Subscription

Closing Balance	 23/4/25	Unity Trust £49,432.83

Upcoming payments approved. Unanimously agreed and proposed by Will Stebbing and seconded by Emily Cameron)
£538.61 - Clerk’s salary for April/May/June
£72.00 - Well Garden for April/May/June
£9.00 – Copy paper purchased by Clerk
£63.50 – refreshments for Annual Meeting of Parish purchased by Clerk

[bookmark: _Hlk168471922]

095/25 Officer reports/ Parish matters

a) Bins, Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming. – nothing to report
.           b)   Playing Fields – Nothing to report
c) Playground- Will Stebbing reported that cradle swing assembly needs tightening.  Roger Squance will assess and mend as soon as possible.  
d) Defibrillator- Becky Robinson reported that the defibrillator box at the school needs to be replaced.  It was proposed by Francis Brackley that a budget of £200 would be set aside to cover this.  This was seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
e) Grant applications received - none
f) Events for the coming year – on the agenda for the next meeting

 105/25 Matters for the next meeting.  Discuss road safety issues around school.  Discuss support for Village 
                 Hall.
 112/25 Date of next meeting.  The next meeting of Oaksey Parish Council will be on Thursday 10th July at The Rest, Oaksey Village Hall.  

Closing Comments.  The meeting finished at 7.32




Signed.............................................                                                                            Chairman Oaksey Parish Council
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