OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire

MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held on Thursday 14th November 2024 commencing 7.00pm.
 Present
 Cllr Roger Squance, Cllr Liz Dodds, Cllr Becky Robinson, Cllr Emily Cameron, Cllr Will Stebbing also present: Janey Berry (Clerk) Cllr Chuck Berry

 Public Question Time 

Report from Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry.   Ashton Keynes is currently fighting a defensive action against a gravel extraction planning application at Wheatley’s Farm.



Meeting started at 7.02pm

017/24 Apologies for absence accepted by the Council.  Jonny Cooper, Francis Brackley.

027/24 Chairman confirmed for meeting – Roger Squance.

037/24 Vacancies - none
.
047/24 Declaration(s) of Interest

 057/24 Minutes from the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2024, circulated previously, were agreed as a true record of the meeting and were signed.

 067/24 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation. 
	Application No: PL/2024/09766 Application Type: Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area. Proposal: T1 - Cypress; Remove lower limb over adjacent car park, crown raise remaining by removing lower branches to match (approximately 4m from ground level) to reduce encroachment over road and driveway. G2 - Holm Oak (previously pollarded) Re-pollard Holm Oak back to previous points leaving a skeletal structure for regeneration (retain lower growth for screening, forming, forming part of the hedge), Reduce height of all shrubs to a height of 2m, and trim all sides to provide straight edges and separate from Holm Oak. T3 Sorbus Crown reduction by up to 50% including height and spread to separate from adjacent trees and shrub, and to provide clearance from phone lines. G4 2 x Sorbus Remove small suppressed tree (left in picture) to ground level, prune larger tree (right in picture) by up to 25% to formalise. T5 Dawyck Beech Reduce height by up to 30% to reduce wind sail, and minor prune on sides to remove elongated branches. Site Address: MYLOR HOUSE, THE STREET, OAKSEY, MALMESBURY, SN16 9TG   https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000AIbpl - No comment


Other issues arising from planning discussions. 

077/24 Report from Chairman

087/24 Finance and Administration 
Bridge at Oaksey wood – Roger Squance will phone Chicky Oaksey.
Biodiversity Policy – Roger Squance will add more information to the Policy about The Well Garden.
Meeting dates for next year- there will be no meeting in April and the dates will be changed to reflect this.  Proposed by Becky Robinson, seconded by Liz Dodds and unanimously agreed.
The ROSPA Report was received – Roger Squance will complete the few required actions that need doing and load test the cantilever.
It was proposed by Roger Squance that the Clerk should take rolled up holiday pay.  Seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
Financial Statement/Precept – any spending for the coming year was discussed and a decision on the precept will be agreed at the January 2025 meeting.
Bank Balance Opening	30/09/24	Unity Trust £50,309.45
	

[bookmark: _Hlk168471946]Receipts

Schedule of payments agreed. (proposed by Roger Squance, seconded by Will Stebbing & unanimously agreed)
09/10/24 Miss A G Squance		£300.00	Hedge cutting
24/10/24 Playsafe Ltd			£136.80	ROSPA
24/10/24 Pet Waste Solutions		£120.00	Bin emptying
31/10/24 Unity Bank			£   5.40		Service Charge
01/11/24 Countrywide			£706.18	Grass cutting
01/11/24 AJGIBL			£1,548.13	Insurance
01/11/24 Janey Berry			£925.69	Salary/holiday pay
01/11/24 HMRC			£206.75
	
Closing Balance	 01/11/24	Unity Trust £46,360.50

Upcoming payments approved (proposed by Roger Squance, seconded by Liz Dodds and unanimously agreed)
£538.61 - Clerk’s salary for November and December
£72.00 - Well Garden for December
£135.00 Mole Control Services – Reimburse David Spurrier-Kimble


097/24 Officer reports/ Parish matters

a) Bins, Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming. –
.	Becky Robinson has written to Becky Chivers at Wiltshire Council to request that the white lines are 
	re-done at Old Orchard Lee and Gable House.  The Wilson farmers have taken over the rental of Dean 
	Farm land, and will be digging out the ditches which should mitigate some of the flooding.
b) Playing Fields – Nothing to report
c) Playground – Roger Squance reported that the logs in the playground have some decay.  They are safe but we will need to observe them regularly for any further degradation.
d) Defibrillator- nothing to report.
e) Annual Plan – nothing to report
f) Grant applications received.  none
g) Communication from Parishioners – Becky Robinson has written to Becky Chivers to ask for the white lines at Old Orchard Lee to be reinstated. It was proposed by Roger Squance, to backdate the  contribution to the electricity at the shop for the defibrillator for three years.  This was seconded by Liz Dodds and unanimously agreed.  The total would be £60.00

   107/24 Matters for the next meeting.  

 117/24 Date of next meeting.  The next meeting of Oaksey Parish Council will be held on Thursday 9th January at 7.00 pm at The Rest, Oaksey Village Hall.  

Closing Comments.  The meeting finished at 7.45

Signed.............................................                                                                            Chairman Oaksey Parish Council
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