OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire


MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held 
Thursday 11th September 2025. (Draft)
Present
Cllr Roger Squance, Cllr Becky Robinson, Cllr Jonny Cooper, Cllr Emily Cameron, Cllr Martin Davies, Cllr Will Stebbing.  Also present: Janey Berry (Clerk) Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry.

 Public Question Time 

Report from Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry –Councillor Berry asked the parish Council if they would feel differently about their call in for the planning application at Oaksey Golf Club if the over 55’s restriction on occupation was removed.  Council will consider it at the next meeting.  Becky Robinson asked if the highways contract with Milestone was going well and Councillor Berry confirmed that with the addition of extra Government money, good progress was being made.  Councillor Berry introduced the grant application for community activities and the Council said they will investigate opportunities.

Meeting started at 7.32pm


01/9/25 Apologies for absence accepted by the Council – Liz Dodds

02/9/25 Parish Council Vacancies - None


03/9/25 Declaration(s) of Interest- Roger Squance left the room when we discussed The Well Garden salary increase.

.
04/9/25 Minutes
 Minutes from the previous meeting, held on 10th July 2025, were circulated previously, and agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed.  
  
 05/9/25 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.  

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation.  – none.  Please see agenda for details of undetermined 
applications.


Other issues arising from planning discussions.

06/7/25 Report from Chairman.  Becky Robinson reported that there is a new Headmistress at the school.  The roof at the school has a leak and Will Stebbing reported that there were possibly still issues with the drainage.

07/9/25 Finance and Administration 
Newsletter- Becky Robinson has spoken to Charlotte Burnaby-Atkins and they hope to start the newsletter later this year.  Volunteers are needed.
Well garden maintenance.  It was proposed by Becky Robinson that, as we are unable to find anyone to maintain The Well Garden, the salary should be increased to £26 per hour.  Roger Squance will continue to do it until we can find someone, and the hourly increase will take immediate effect.  This was seconded by Jonny Cooper and unanimously agreed.
New .gov email addresses and domain name. It was proposed by Becky Robinson that The Clerk will obtain a free  .gov email address and will investigate Councillors having one but, at the present time this is not covered in legislation.
Financial Statement- This was discussed and unanimously agreed by all Councillors.  Proposed by Becky Robinson and seconded by Will Stebbing.
Pre renewal Insurance questionnaire.  It was unanimously agreed that no changes were needed on the pre-renewal questionnaire.  Proposed by Becky Robinson and seconded by Roger Squance.
Letter regarding Lea and Garsdon NDP.  It was unanimously agreed that the Council were happy to help and the Clerk with be in touch with the Chair to find out what information they require.
Welcome Pack- Becky Robinson proposed restarting welcome packs for new villagers.  She will speak to Natalie.
Biodiversity Policy was unanimously agreed.  Proposed by Roger Squance and seconded by Will Stebbing.
 Roger Squance and Will Stebbing signed the authorisation payment for bin stickers - £5.98
NJC payscale increase was unanimously agreed to take effect from September 2025.  Proposed by Emily Robinson and seconded by Jonny Cooper

Bank Balance Opening   30/6/25 	Unity Trust £46,114.00

[bookmark: _Hlk168471946][bookmark: _Hlk168471849]Receipts
None

Schedule of payments below was agreed (proposed by Becky Robinon seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed)
8/7/25 Countrywide			£730.18	Grass cutting
10/7/25 Petwaste Solutions	 	£134.40	Bin emptying
21/7/25 Janey Berry			£457.21	Salary
21/7/25 HMRC				£  81.40	
31/7/25 Unity Bank			£    6.00		Service charge
04/8/25 Countrywide			£730.18	Grass cutting
19/8/25 Petwaste Solutions	 	£134.40	Bin emptying
26/8/25 HMRC				£  81.40	
26/8/24 O&J Electrical			£115.80	Defibrillator cabinet installation
27/8/25 Janey Berry			£457.21	Salary
31/8/25 Unity Bank			£    6.00		Service charge

Closing Balance	 31/8/25	Unity Trust £43,179.82

Upcoming payments for approval.
[bookmark: _Hlk168471922]£577.61 - Clerk’s salary for September See minutes above)
£72.00 - Well Garden for September (See minutes above regarding immediate pay increase)
Reimburse Clerk for bin stickers -£5.98  




8/9/25 Officer reports/ Parish matters

a) Bins, Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming.  New bin stickers to encourage residents not to put rubbish in dog waste bins. Clerk to speak to contractors about keeping roads tidy.  Gullies at Dean Farm being cleared.  Clerk to write to Becky Chivers about clearing gullies on left hand bend, going out of village, towards Dragon Café and one near Church House.
b) Playing Fields –
c) Playground- The Cantilever equipment is starting to rot, and Roger Squance has removed the basket.  Warning stickers have been put on it and the school has been notified.  Costs for a new pole are being sought.  There is a broken log on the weaver and Roger Squance reported that a replacement would cost £928.  It was proposed by Becky Robinon to replace it at a cost of £928, seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
d) Defibrillator – It was proposed by Becky Robinson to purchase new children’s defibrillator pads at a cost of £150.00.  This was seconded by Will Stebbing and unanimously agreed.
e) Grant applications received - none
f) Events for the coming year – The Clerk has suggested a coffee morning once a month.  Funding from Wiltshire will be sought.  Someone in the village has volunteered to help and a notice will go in the Buzz.  The Council would like to do another litter pick and will approach the village hall for a possible date on 12th or 19th October.
g) Communication from parishioners – None

 10/9/25 Matters for the next meeting- Village Hall 
 11/9/25 Date of next meeting.  The next meeting of Oaksey Parish Council will be on Thursday 9th October at The Rest, Oaksey Village Hall.  

Closing Comments.  The meeting finished at 8.36




Signed.............................................                                                                            Chair Oaksey Parish Council
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