OAKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Oaksey, Wiltshire


MINUTES of the meeting of Oaksey Parish Council held 
Thursday 20th August 2026. (Draft)
Present
 Cllr Becky Robinson, Cllr. Roger Squance, Cllr Martin Davies, Cllr Jonny Cooper and 14 members of the public (names collected) Also present: Janey Berry (Clerk) Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry. 
Report from Wiltshire Councillor Chuck Berry – Councillor Berry Informed the meeting that he had spoken to the applicant who is proposing a storage construction for grain and haylage on a 50 acre parcel of land off Wick Road.   Cllr Berry opened the floor to questions from the public and many of those who were there made comments, as below.
 Public Question Time   14 members of the public discussed planning application PL/2026/04627.  There were various objections including; location of proposed site, proximity to residents, noise, air quality, fire risk, flooding, access, road condition, size and scale of project, effects on health and, specifically a local family with complex and severer medical issues that may be exacerbated by this development in its current position.

Meeting started at 7.00

01/08/26 Apologies for absence.  Apologies were accepted by the Council for Liz Dodds, Emily Cameron, Will Stebbing being absent.

02/08/26 Parish Council Vacancies - None

03/08/26 Declaration(s) of Interest. None

04/08/26 Minutes
 Minutes from the meeting, held on 9th July 2026, were circulated previously, and agreed as a true record of the meeting.   This was proposed by Jonny Cooper, seconded by Becky Robinson and unanimously agreed.

05/08/26 Planning
To consider or note planning matters received after the last Parish Council meeting.   

[bookmark: _Hlk137057405]Applications forwarded for observation.  

Application No: 2026/04627 Application Type: Full planning permission Proposal: Erection of two       agricultural buildings, associated yard and access track. Applicant Name: Timbrell Farming Ltd.  Site address: Wick Road, Oaksey, Wiltshire, SN16 9TB.  It was proposed by Jonny Cooper, seconded by Becky Robinson and unanimously agreed to call in the application and make the following comment.

Oaksey Parish Council wishes to object strongly to planning application PL/2026/04627, submitted by Timbrell Farming Ltd for the erection of two agricultural buildings, an associated yard and access track on land off Wick Road, Oaksey.

The Parish Council has considered the application and the applicant's Planning Statement, together with concerns raised by residents living close to the proposed site. Having considered the proposal as a whole, the Council does not consider that the claimed agricultural need outweighs the significant concerns arising from the location, scale, access arrangements, residential amenity, fire risk, dust and traffic implications.

We therefore respectfully ask Wiltshire Council to refuse the application. 

1. The location is inappropriate and is directly opposite a substantial residential area
The proposed development is located on an arable field on Wick Road, directly opposite 36 existing residential properties. In addition, planning permission has been granted for a further 12 residential properties, which will be situated at an even closer proximity to the proposed agricultural buildings.

The Parish Council considers this to be a particularly important material consideration. This is not an isolated agricultural site remote from residential occupation. It would establish a substantial agricultural storage and operational facility directly opposite an established residential community, with a further 12 homes already permitted at an even closer proximity.

The applicant’s own Planning Statement confirms that the proposal comprises two substantial buildings of approximately 315m² and 317m², providing approximately 632m² of floor space, together with an associated yard and new access track. The proposed buildings are also intended for more than passive storage. The General Store is specifically intended for grain, straw and machinery, and is designed to accommodate grain trailers tipping inside the building and machinery including front-loaders, sweep augers and telehandlers.

The Parish Council is particularly concerned about the direct impact on the elderly and vulnerable residents living in the homes opposite the site. Among those residents are people suffering from severe coeliac disease and asthma, as well as elderly residents.

The Council is concerned that dust generated through the handling and movement of grain, together with noise and increased vehicle and machinery movements, could have a disproportionate impact on these residents. The Council considers that these circumstances must be properly considered when assessing residential amenity.

The potential impact should also be assessed against the 12 permitted residential properties that will be even closer to the proposed development. The relationship between the proposed agricultural operation and both the existing and permitted residential development is therefore considerably more significant than the applicant’s assessment suggests.

2. Noise, dust and residential amenity
The applicant states that the General Store will accommodate grain, straw and machinery and specifically explains that its design allows grain trailers to tip inside the building, together with the use of front-loaders, sweep augers and telehandlers for grain handling. The Parish Council is concerned that these activities will inevitably involve vehicle movements, loading and unloading, machinery operation and the handling of grain and other agricultural materials.

The Council is particularly concerned about dust from grain handling given the proximity of the 36 existing homes and the additional 12 permitted homes. This concern is heightened by the presence of elderly residents and residents with asthma and severe coeliac disease in the homes immediately opposite the proposed site.

The applicant has not provided sufficient detail within the Planning Statement to demonstrate how dust generated during the storage, handling, loading or unloading of grain will be prevented from affecting neighbouring properties.
The Council therefore considers that residential amenity has not been adequately protected or demonstrated in the application.
 
3. The scale of the development is significant
The applicant argues that approximately 651m² of storage is required and that the proposed 632m² is actually less than the stated requirement.

The Parish Council accepts that agricultural businesses need storage. However, a need for substantial storage does not mean this location is appropriate.

The proposal comprises two large buildings, each approximately 5.05 metres to the eaves, together with a yard and access track. The applicant itself explains that the height is required to accommodate modern handling machinery and grain trailers.

The Council considers that the scale and operational nature of the proposal should be assessed in the context of its proximity to residential properties and the character and capacity of Wick Road.

4. Highway safety, access and the use of Wick Road
The Parish Council has serious concerns regarding access to the site from Wick Road. The applicant confirms that the development will use the existing gateway directly from Wick Road and that a new crushed-stone track will connect this gateway to the buildings. The Planning Statement also makes clear that the buildings are designed to accommodate agricultural machinery and grain trailers.

This raises significant concerns about the suitability of the local road network for the type and size of vehicles likely to use the site. Wick Road and the surrounding roads are narrow rural roads with limited opportunities for vehicles to pass safely. The Parish Council is particularly concerned about the prospect of large agricultural vehicles and potentially articulated vehicles using Wick Road on a regular basis.

There are also mature trees overhanging parts of the route. The Council does not consider that these should be cut back or damaged to accommodate larger vehicles.

The applicant states that the access has been used without incident in the past.  However, historic use of an agricultural field entrance does not necessarily demonstrate that the highway network is suitable for the substantially more intensive use associated with a new 632m² storage operation. The Council therefore considers that highway capacity, vehicle size, visibility, passing opportunities and the potential impact on other road users require considerably greater scrutiny before permission could safely be granted.

5. Fire risk
The proposed buildings will be used for the storage of hay, straw and grain, as well as machinery. The applicant's own statement confirms that the buildings will contain valuable agricultural materials and equipment and that lockable storage is proposed partly to reduce risks such as vandalism, arson and theft.

The Parish Council is concerned about the consequences of a fire at a substantial agricultural storage facility in close proximity to residential properties. The Council is also aware of a previous fire involving a similar storage site associated with the applicant and asks Wiltshire Council to take this history into account when assessing the potential risk and whether adequate fire prevention and emergency access arrangements have been demonstrated.
Given the proximity of homes, the Council considers that fire safety should be treated as a material consideration and should not be dismissed simply because the proposed use is agricultural.

6. Loss of agricultural land
The proposal would introduce substantial built development onto an existing arable field. The applicant explains that the wider farming enterprise comprises approximately 400 acres of cereal cropping, while the Oaksey landholding is intended to become a stand-alone agricultural unit. The Council recognises the importance of agriculture and the need for appropriate agricultural infrastructure. However, the applicant’s stated agricultural need does not in itself establish that this particular field is the only suitable location.

The Council remains concerned that good agricultural land is being taken out of productive use for buildings, a yard and access infrastructure when an alternative site is understood to be available nearby.

7. The application itself identifies a substantial operational use
The Parish Council considers it important that the proposal is assessed on the basis of what the buildings are actually intended to facilitate.
The Planning Statement describes the proposed general store as accommodating grain, straw and machinery, and identifies machinery including a tractor, loader, grass cutter, harrows, rolls, trailer, tedder and rake. The applicant also explains that the general store is designed to allow grain trailers to tip within the building and machinery such as front-loaders, sweep augers and telehandlers to operate.

The Parish Council therefore considers that the proposal should not be treated simply as the erection of two passive storage barns. It will create a new agricultural operational hub, with associated vehicle and machinery activity, immediately adjacent to residential properties. This distinction is important when assessing residential amenity, highway safety, noise and dust.

8. A more suitable alternative location exists
The Parish Council understands that there is a more suitable alternative location at the bottom of the field, where the buildings could be positioned further away from residential boundaries and served by a substantially more appropriate access point.
The Council considers that this alternative location would provide several important advantages:
· It would provide greater separation between the proposed buildings and existing residential properties;
· It would be further away from the boundaries of the 36 existing homes;
· It would also increase separation from the 12 residential properties for which planning permission has already been granted;
· It would provide a more appropriate access arrangement for agricultural vehicles;
· It would allow access to be provided via routes other than Wick Road, reducing the impact of large agricultural vehicles on Wick Road and the residents who live along it;
· It would reduce the conflict between agricultural traffic and pedestrians, cyclists and other users of Wick Road; and
· It would reduce the potential impact of the development on residential amenity.

The Parish Council therefore considers that the applicant has not adequately demonstrated why the more appropriately located part of the holding cannot accommodate the proposed development.
The fact that the applicant has sought to locate the buildings close to the existing Wick Road access should not, in the Council’s view, outweigh the significant disadvantages created by bringing a large agricultural storage and operational facility immediately alongside a substantial residential community. The Council therefore asks Wiltshire Council to require the applicant to properly consider and justify the alternative location before accepting that the proposed Wick Road site is the most appropriate or necessary location.

9. Impact on the golf course and recreational use
The proposed development is also immediately adjacent to a very popular recreational use of the golf course.
The Parish Council considers that this recreational use is an important part of the character and amenity of the area and should be taken into account when assessing the proposal.
Golfers using the course will be exposed to the proposed buildings, associated yard, access track, agricultural vehicles and operational activity. The introduction of a substantial agricultural storage and machinery facility alongside a well-used recreational environment has the potential to affect the enjoyment of the golf course.
There is also the potential for conflict between agricultural vehicle movements associated with the development and people using the surrounding area for recreation.
The Council considers that the application does not adequately assess the impact of the proposed development on this established and popular recreational use.

10. Landscape character and proximity to the conservation area
The Parish Council is also concerned about the relationship of the proposed development to the nearby conservation area.
Although the applicant states that the nearest conservation area is more than 150 metres from the site, the Council considers that the development is sufficiently close for its effect on the setting and wider character of the conservation area to require proper consideration.
The proposal involves two substantial agricultural buildings, together with a yard and access track. The Council does not consider that their impact can be assessed simply by describing them as standard agricultural buildings. The Planning Statement itself acknowledges that the buildings will be approximately 5.05 metres high to the eaves and together occupy approximately 632m².
The Council therefore asks Wiltshire Council to give proper consideration to the visual impact of the development on the surrounding rural character and, in particular, its relationship with the nearby conservation area and its setting.

Conclusion
Taking all of these matters together, Oaksey Parish Council considers that the proposal would result in an unacceptable concentration of agricultural development immediately adjacent to a substantial residential community and a well-used recreational environment.

The Council’s concerns are particularly significant because the site is directly opposite 36 existing residential properties, with a further 12 homes already benefiting from planning permission at an even closer proximity.
Among the residents directly opposite the site are elderly people and residents suffering from asthma and severe coeliac disease, making the potential effects of grain dust, vehicle movements and operational activity a matter of particular concern.

The proposal would also introduce a substantial agricultural storage and machinery operation alongside a popular golf course and in close vicinity of the conservation area.

The Parish Council considers that a more appropriate alternative location exists at the bottom of the field, where greater separation from residential boundaries could be achieved and where access could be provided more appropriately through routes other than Wick Road.

The Council therefore strongly objects to planning application PL/2026/04627 and respectfully requests that Wiltshire Council refuse the application.

  Please see agenda for details of undetermined applications.

Other issues arising from planning discussions. None

06/08/26 Report from Chairman. Becky Robinson thanked David and Anza for the amazing job they have done repainting the phone box.  She also thanked Roger Squance for the hours of work that he has put in, mending the play equipment. The Parish Council are very grateful for all the hard work.

07/08/26 Finance and Administration 
The financial statement was noted

Bank Balance Opening   31/06/26 	Unity Trust £46,063.16

Receipts
             Janey Berry	£57.20 reimbursement for basketball net that didn’t fit.

Payments (schedule below agreed, proposed by Becky Robinson, seconded by Martin Davies and unanimously agreed)
[bookmark: _Hlk168471849]	
02/7/26 Countrywide			£730.18 grass cutting
02/7/25 HMRC				£113.29
02/7/26 Janey Berry			£488.41 salary
31/7/26 Unity Bank			£  7.00 Service charge

Closing Balance	 31/7/26		Unity Trust £44,781.48

Upcoming payments approved (proposed by Becky Robinson, seconded by Martin Davies and unanimously agreed)
[bookmark: _Hlk168471922]£577.61 - Clerk’s salary for September
£104 - Well Garden for Sept



8/08/26 Officer reports/ Parish matters

a) Bins, Roads, traffic & footpaths to include working with the Parish Steward and traffic calming.
It was proposed by Martin Davies to increase the bin collection on the playing field and at the school to weekly between 1st May and 31 August.  The cost of this would be an extra £20 during those months.  This was seconded by Roger Squance and unanimously agreed.  It was proposed by Roger Squance and seconded by Jonny Cooper that the Clerk would get three quotes to have the hedge between the village hall and school cut.   Complaints about the straw on Miney Lane, the Council have contacted the farmers about this and asked them to clear the mess.  The road sweeper will also be requested.
b) Playing Fields- Some of the fence posts are rotting and will need to be replaced.  This will be discussed at the September meeting.
c) Playground – Roger Squance has removed the toddler swing and Cantilever, because they were rotten. Two weaver posts are being replaced and a post on the toddler tower. It was proposed by Roger Squance to purchase a new toddler swing and have it installed at a cost of £4,037.71 plus VAT.  This was seconded by Becky Robinson and unanimously agreed.  Installation should be in 6-8 weeks
d) Defibrillator- Nothing to report
e) Grant applications received - None
f) Events for coming year- litter pick to be arranged for November at September meeting.
g) Communication to the Clerk- nothing to report
h) Village Hall- Nothing to report
i) Pub 
j) Golf Course- 

 09/08/26 Matters for the next meeting 

10/08/26 Date of next meeting- Next meeting will be at the Village Hall on Thursday 10th September 2026.  The parish meeting will start at 7.00 pm 

 

The meeting finished at 8.31


Signed.............................................                                                                            Chair Oaksey Parish Council
August 2026
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